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Early this fall, Swift County-Benson Health Services announced
we are taking formal steps toward joining the regional health
system, Carris Health. The Governing Board of Directors for
Swift County-Benson Health Services signed a Letter of Intent
which was supported by the Benson City Council and the Swift
County Commissioners.

Who Is Carris Health? ------------------------------------------------------Carris Health, a wholly owned subsidiary of CentraCare,
was formed in January 2018 as a partnership between
Willmar’s Rice Memorial Hospital, ACMC Health and St.
Cloud-based CentraCare, one of Minnesota’s largest health
systems. Carris Health was created as a unique approach
to providing health and wellness services for West Central
and Southwest Minnesota residents. In January 2019,
Redwood Area Hospital and Family Practice Medical Center
in Willmar also joined Carris Health. The goal of Carris
Health is to combine the knowledge and expertise of wellestablished community health care partners to provide
people in rural communities the best health care possible,
close to home.

This is an incredibly important step forward in assuring the best
possible care for our patients.

Next Steps -------------------------------------------------------------------------------In the coming weeks, definitive agreements will be outlined
with further details for approval with key stakeholders. We hope
to reach an agreement by early December. If an agreement is
reached, Swift County-Benson Health Services would become
part of Carris Health in January 2020. The potential agreement
would include a lease for the hospital, clinic and Scandi Haven
Village.
Throughout discussions, the importance of local influence on
a regional level has been carefully reviewed. The existing
Governing Board would transition to an Operating Committee
and one member of the Committee would sit on the
regional Carris Health Board of Directors.

Why Affiliation? ---------------------------------------------------------------Carris Health and Swift County-Benson Health Services
share the same values, geographies and many patients. Both
organizations have a long-standing commitment to
delivering compassionate, quality care to the region. It
is this commitment to the community and to improving
care delivery that led to discussions on affiliation. Through
a team-based approach, our patients can expect more
coordinated care from a network of experts as well as
enhanced quality through shared best practices.

The Swift County-Benson Hospital Foundation will also continue
to operate and the funds that are raised locally will remain local,
funding projects and priorities in our community.
Upon affiliation, our patients will continue to receive the same
exceptional care from their local providers. Our goal is to ensure
the future of health care in our community for generations to
come.

Key initiatives including upgrades to medical records and
billing systems are already in the planning stages.
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Dyad Leadership Transition
On July 1st, Chief Nursing Officer Melissa McGinty-Thompson and Chief Financial Officer Dan Enderson began their new roles
as co-CEOs to guide SCBHS forward through affiliation, replacing interim CEO Mary Ellen Wells. While Mary Ellen was here,
she guided the restructuring of SCBHS management, melding operations and clinical functions.
For SCBHS, this dyad administration (a management strategy endorsed and used by CentraCare) will provide a balance
of administration/operations and clinical leadership by utilizing the knowledge and experience of two different but
complimentary styles of management. By combining these functions, the goal is to improve quality of care and access to
services for patients while simultaneously supporting a healthy hospital, its functions, and the staff and providers that work
within it.
Dan Enderson brings 40 years of operations and management experience and is a valuable asset to the administration team
at the hospital. Before Dan started at SCBHS in 2016 as the Chief Financial Officer, he managed the finance organization
for the Case IH plant in Benson for 20 years. His experience includes project accounting, account management, plant and
division controller and CFO. Dan is a Benson resident and a very active member of the community. He is on the Board of
Directors for the Heartland Girls Ranch, member of the administrative council at St. Francis Parish in Benson, and helped
establish the Benson Community Foundation.
Melissa is originally from Benson and has 22 years of experience in clinical management. She graduated from Benson High
School and received her Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the College of St. Benedict. She went on to earn a Master’s degree
in Nursing from the College of St. Scholastica in Duluth and then completed a Post Master’s Certificate in Leadership and
Management from Walden University. Melissa came to SCBHS from Chippewa County-Montevideo Hospital where she served
as a Clinical Leader for Obstetrics, Trauma Program Coordinator, and Clinical Nurse Specialist in the Emergency Department.
Together, Dan and Melissa look forward to seeing Swift County-Benson Health Services grow into healthcare solutions that
meet the needs of our community.

SCBHS Receives New 64-Slice CT Scanner
Most patients at Swift County-Benson Health Services won’t notice our CT Scanner
was recently updated. However, moving from a 16-slice to a 64-slice CT Scanner is a
significant upgrade that will greatly benefit both providers and patients. This new
scanner features a reduction in radiation dose of up to 65 percent. In addition, the
new 64-slice is dramatically faster than the 16-slice and only requires a minimal
breath hold; which will greatly increase comfort and reduce stress for patients.
Computerized Tomography or CT is among the most valuable diagnostic imaging
tools in modern medicine. Combining x-ray images from different angles or slices,
providers can see clear images of bones, blood vessels, and soft tissue. CT scans can be used to diagnose disease or lifethreatening illnesses associated with chest pain, abdominal pain, trouble breathing, and stroke.
According to Monica Olson, Radiology Manager at SCBHS, “The new scanner is an excellent user-friendly machine which
will give our physicians quality images and our patients more comfort at a considerably lower radiation dose.” The scans the
patients receive here at SCBHS, are just as high quality as the scans they would receive in bigger hospitals. We are doing all
we can to keep great healthcare right here at home for the benefit of our patients.

New SCBHS Mobile PET/CT Service
The Radiology Department now offers a new mobile PET/CT service. The service is offered every fourth Friday and more
often, if needed. A positron emission tomography (PET) scan is an imaging test that helps reveal how your tissues and organs
are functioning. A PET scan uses a radioactive tracer to show this activity. The tracer is injected intravenously. The tracer
collects in areas of your body that have higher levels of chemical activity, which often correspond to areas of disease. On a
PET scan, these areas show up as bright spots. A PET scan is useful in revealing or re-staging of cancers. A combined PET/CT
scan enables your doctor to better diagnose illness, assess, and treat your condition by taking cross-section images of the
area being scanned.
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Staff Spotlight
Sue Zaic, RN, CNP

Certified Nurse Practitioner
The employees and community support
surrounding SCBHS is what brought Sue
Zaic back to Benson. She remembers
touring the facility for the first time. She
recalls each employee greeting her with
a smile and telling their story about how great it was to work
here. She immediately noticed the employees “sense of pride”
in providing quality, health care services in their community
and doing so with a “hometown touch”.
Sue lived in metropolitan areas most of her life, but she knew
she wanted her children to grow up in a small town. To Sue, it
was the support and caring for others in her own community
that made small town living special. Nursing was a career that
captured all those ideals for her, so she made the decision to
go back to school and pursue nursing.
When asked what the most rewarding aspect of being a nurse
was, she answered:
“The most rewarding part of being a nurse for me is when
patients and their loved ones allow you to be a part of their
lives and allow us to work together to make positive strides,
no matter how small, towards health and wellness.”

Amanda Luthi, RN, DNP
Doctor of Nursing Practice

When asked what brought her to SCBHS
in Benson, Amanda explained that she
appreciated rural health care and was
looking to work in a rural clinic that
would give her the opportunity to work
in multiple clinical settings. She says, “SCBHS is a great fit, and
I feel very fortunate to be working here.”
Amanda knew that raising her family in rural Minnesota was
important. She quickly settled on a career in nursing which
opened a world of opportunities. Amanda enjoys helping
people and working one-on-one with people to promote

Sue has truly enjoyed her many years of nursing in geriatric
and community-based care and looks forward to exploring
the area of chronic disease management, which is focused
on the improvement in quality of life and preventing or
minimizing the effects of disease. Additionally, with her new
role, she is excited to develop and expand her practice in
women’s and family health.
In her time as a nurse, Sue says she feels privileged to have met
hundreds of inspiring people. Healthcare is a challenging field
for patients and facilities these days. Given these challenges,
she is inspired most by the care and expertise the providers
and employees of SCBHS show to patients, their families, and
their co-workers each day.
Sue has wonderful memories growing up in Benson. So when
her parents retired to Starbuck, she and the rest of the family
followed close behind. Sue appreciates living near many
members of her family. Now, her parents (her mother, a Benson
native), sister, brother-in-law, two daughters, son-in-law and her
two grandchildren, Gauge (6) and Chloe (4 months) all live within
a few miles of each other. They enjoy great activities together
including her newest and most enjoyable adventure–kayaking.

their health and well-being. Amanda shares that the most
rewarding aspect of being a nurse is knowing that you help
patients and their family members improves their lives.
She says she has seen many people through some of the
worst days of their lives, and knowing she made a positive
impact during that time is the most rewarding aspect to her
in this line of work.
When asked about what inspires her, Amanda explains:
“It is most inspiring when a patient or patient’s family thanks
you for the care you provided to their loved one. “
Amanda is married with two boys and enjoys spending time
with family. She also likes gardening, reading, and biking.

SCBHS Welcomes New Dietitian
Are you in need of nutrition advice?
Taylor Peters, RDN, has recently joined the SCBHS team as
a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist. She offers a variety of
services including diabetes management, weight loss and
heart healthy diets.
Get your dietary health back on track. Schedule an
appointment today at the front desk or call 320.314.1531.
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Swift County-Benson Health Services
1815 Wisconsin Ave.
Benson, MN 56215
320-843-4232
www.scbh.org

Meet Your SCBHS Providers

Call 320.843.2030 to schedule an appointment today!

Michael Holte, MD

Josie Syverson, MD

Richard Horecka, MD

Rodney Lee, MD

Thomas Lange, MD

Orthopedic Surgeon

Family Practice

Family Practice

Family Practice / ER

General Surgeon

Rachel Wilcox, CNP
Certified Nurse Practitioner

Shari VanBriesen, CNP

Sue Zaic, RN, CNP

Amanda Luthi, RN, DNP

Certified Nurse Practitioner

Certified Nurse Practitioner

Doctor of Nursing Practice

Gifts and Memorials
The Swift County - Benson Hospital Foundation uses your gifts to improve
hospital facilities, update equipment, and help hospital employees
further their education. Some donors choose to give a gift in honor of a
person who is significant to them; others give gifts in memory of a loved
one. Please know that your gift is very much appreciated.
Donations may be sent to:
Swift County - Benson Hospital Foundation

Thank You

FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

SWIFT COUNTY - BENSON

HOSPITAL

FOUNDATION

1815 Wisconsin Ave., Benson, MN 56215

Cash Donations:
Albie Walsh, Allan & Linda O’Shea,
Benson Lions Club, Bill & Janet Luzum,
Bob & Judy Buckner, Bonnie Mikkelson,
Brian & Michele Samuelson, Camp Lake
Township, Carla Johnson, Chuck & Marie
Koenigs, Coterie Study Club, Donna Force,
Donna Lilleberg, Donna Thompson,
Dorothy Schloendorf, Hair Hut, Jerome
Motzko, Jerry & Carol Peterson, Joann
Schnitzler, John &, Pamela Kelly, Keith &
Carol Naig, Kevin & Peggy Bausman, LA
Amundson Ohana Foundation, Larry &
Pam Pearson, Mark & Ann Kettelkamp,
Mark & Cindy Frank, Marlys & Mick Boone,
Melanie Simmonds, Monday Club, Patrick
& Mary Langan, Paul & Renee Hayden,
Richard & Marlys Giese, Roy & Barbara De
Boer, State Farm Companies Foundation,
Sue Zaic, Township of Benson, Township
of Cashel, Trinity Lutheran Church, Vernon
& Charlotte Vergin, Vince Connolly, Zetetic
Study Club

In Loving Memory of:
Abner Jacobson: Jerry & Connie
Wersinger, Janet Goff, Roy & Barbara De
Boer, Melvin & Marlys Klyve, Gene & Dolly
Roberts
Arlan Anderson: Steve & Gail Svor
Bob Ascheman: Mike & Nancy O’Leary
Bob Fennell: Steve & Sue Loen, Mike &
Nancy O’Leary
Carlsee Reardon: Mike & Nancy O’Leary
Carol Marr: Rita Connelly, Shirley
Ferguson
Clinton Schuerman: Mike & Nancy
O’Leary, Jerry & Connie Wersinger
Connie Fragodt: Mike & Nancy O’Leary,
Rod & Colleen Gunderson, Beth and Curt
Taylor, Olive Berens, Pat Hawley, SCBHS
Family, Tim & Carol Mattheisen, Rita
Connelly, Ann and Richard Gail
Dale Tolifson: Bob & Judy Buckner, Steve
& Gail Svor, Sam & Brenda Jensen, Tim &
Carol Mattheisen, Gene & Dolly Roberts,
Steve & Belinda Sanders, Melvin & Marlys
Klyve, Rick & Ann Gail, Rob & Michelle Lee
Daniel Hughes: Tim & Carol Mattheisen,

Donations below were given from July 1, 2018, through September 20, 2019.
Roy & Barbara De Boer, Jerry & Connie
Wersinger, Jeena Hughes, Mike & Nancy
O’Leary, Gary & Doris Loen, Brian &
Michele Samuelson, Bob & Judy Buckner,
Loen Electric
Dave Odden: Bill & Pat Hetrick, Rob &
Michelle Lee, Melvin & Marlys Klyve, Jerry
& Connie Wersinger
David Johnson: Tom & Tracy Johnson
Dean Evenson: Mike & Nancy O’Leary
Deann Johnson: Tom & Tracy Johnson
Delaine Lene: Donna Lilleberg
Diane Ascheman: Mike & Nancy O’Leary,
Donna Lilleberg
Don Wilts: Patty & Mark Schreck, Donna
Lilleberg, Roy & Barbara De Boer, Sam &
Brenda Jensen, Mike & Nancy O’Leary
Doreen Touhey: Steve & Sue Loen, Tim &
Carol Mattheisen, Roy & Barb Deboer, Bill
& Pat Hetrick, Rob & Michelle Lee
Doris Lansverk: Shirley Ferguson, Donna
Lilleberg, Melvin & Marlys Klyve, Helen
Hollingsworth
Dorothy Coy: Roy & Barbara De Boer
Duane Nemmers: Mike & Nancy O’Leary,
Roy & Barbara De Boer
Earl Zniewski: Tom & Pam Anderson
Evelyn Stone: Donna Lillerg
Fay Amundson: Mike & Nancy O’Leary
Gladys Lysen: Rod & Colleen Gunderson
Irena Cannon: Sharon Dahl
Irene McGeary: Mike & Nancy O’Leary
James Grossman: Margaret Grossman
Janet Mattheisen: Loen Electric, Tim &
Carol Mattheisen, The Family of Janet
Mattheisen, Mike & Nancy O’Leary
Jean Stiel: Tim & Carol Mattheisen
Jim Lye: Mike & Nancy O’Leary
Jim O’Connor: Tim & Carol Mattheisen
JoAnn Fennell: Patty & Mark Schreck
Joshua Ahrndt: Mike & Nancy O’Leary
Kitty Erhardt: Mike & Nancy O’Leary
Kurt Simmonds: Mike & Nancy O’Leary,
Roy & Barbara De Boer, Jerry & Jean
Goff, Bill & Pat Hetrick, Jerry & Connie
Wersinger, Melvin & Marlys Klyve, Janet M
Goff, Tim & Carol Mattheisen
Leo Wente: Sam & Brenda Jensen
Lois Flanders: Tim & Carol Mattheisen

Lola Kennedy: Mike & Nancy O’Leary
Marie Muehlbauer: Mike & Nancy
O’Leary
Marjorie Evenson: Tom & Tracy Johnson,
Janet Goff, Sharon Cin
Marjorie Fitz: Rita Connelly
Marjorie Newell: Mike Nancy O’Leary
Marvin Dieken: Tom & Pam Anderson,
Anthony & Nancy Hilleren
Mary Collins: Mike & Nancy O’Leary
Mary Jane McGeary: Tim & Carol
Mattheisen, Mike & Nancy O’Leary, Brian
& Michele Samuelson
Melvin Ascheman: Gene & Dolly Roberts,
Melvin & Marlys Klyve, Sam & Brenda
Jensen, Janet Goff, Kay Harrison, Tim
& Carol Mattheisen, Brian & Michele
Samuelson, Mike & Nancy O’Leary
Mike Heinzig: Pat Hawley, Frank & Pam
Lawatsch, Monica Olson, Roy & Barb
Deboer, Richard & Ann Gail, Bob & Linda
Zielsdorf, Harold & Irene Heinzig,
Paul & Jan Kittelson
Renetta Schliemann: Jerry & Connie
Wersinger
Robert Young: Rob & Michelle Lee, Tim &
Carol Matthesien
Roger Ahrndt: Jerry & Connie Wersinger,
Tom & Tracy Johnson, Tim & Carol
Mattheisen
Roger Fragodt: Bob & Judy Buckner,
Byron & Vicki Olson
Roger Norby: Gene & Dolly Roberts
Ruby Mazurek: Mike & Nancy O’Leary
Sylvester Muehlbauer: Mike & Nancy
O’Leary
Sheila Jeffery: Mike & Nancy O’Leary
Vernon Chevalier: Mike & Nancy O’Leary,
Melvin & Marlys Klyve
Viola Grothe: Mike & Nancy O’Leary,
Gene & Dolly Roberts, Janet Goff
Viola Schuerman: Mike & Nancy O’Leary,
Janet M Goff, Jerry & Connie Wersinger
Walter Gades: Mike & Nancy O’Leary
Wendell Bausman: Tim & Carol
Mattheisen, Patty & Mark Schreck, Rob &
Michelle Lee, Shirley Ferguson, Melissa
Hampton, Janet M Goff, Benson Lions Club

SCBH Foundation Update
Thank you to all who have made donations to the Capital Fundraiser
Campaign. Your generosity is helping us to build a better healthcare
system one gift at a time. The campaign goal is to raise one million
dollars in financial resources for the maintenance of our facilities
and needed upgrades to our equipment, which will allow us to
continue to provide quality healthcare services. In the first year of
the three year campaign, with support from our community, we
have raised over $362,000.
Support from Emerald Eve: The Emerald Eve event raised a total of
$62,000. Thank you to all who attended and donated items for the
silent auction.
Support Given for New Ambulance: Thank you to First Security
Bank and LA Amundson Ohana Foundation for the gift of $80,000
to be used toward purchasing a new ambulance.

SCBH Foundation Members:
Jerry Peterson, Chair
Ron Laycock, Vice-Chair
Marlys Boone, Secretary
Jan Goff, Treasurer
Corey Claussen
Darcy Claussen

Jon Hawley
Gary Loen
Lori Martin
Andy Abner
Grant Herfindahl
Frank Lawatsch

As we move forward into the second year of our campaign, we hope
you will consider donating to this important cause.
Otto Bremer Foundation Matching Grant: In May of 2019, the SCBH
Foundation was awarded an Otto Bremer Foundation matching
grant of up to $60,000. This means new donations received
between May 16, 2019, and May 1, 2020, will be matched dollar for
dollar up to $60,000 dollars. It is a great time to donate to the SCBH
Foundation to help us meet the match!
If you would like to make a donation, please call 320-843-4232 or visit the
SCBHS website at scbh.org and click on the Make a Donation tab at the
top of the page.

Scandi Haven Village Update
Scandi Haven Village, a 77 unit Independent Living/Assisted Living/
Memory Care facility, is made up of three wings: Scofield Wing (31
apartments), Sonsteng Wing (27 apartments) and Solbakken Memory
Care Wing (19 apartments). There has been a lot of excitement since
the opening of the new building on March 1st. The new residents
have settled in and are enjoying all of the daily activities. With our
new spacious dining area, we bring in weekly live entertainment like
musicians and dancers. We have daily exercises, games, trivia and
many other activities to bring residents together. A favorite for the
residents is happy hour every Friday afternoon in the Bistro.

SWIFT COUNTY - BENSON

HOSPITAL

FOUNDATION

We sincerely appreciate all of the support
received from surrounding communities and
local businesses. Your donations have made a
meaningful impact. Thank you for supporting
quality local healthcare!

Our secure memory care has been a great addition
to the community. Local famillies no longer have to
relocate loved ones with Alzheimer’s or dementia
far away from home, making it more convenient to
visit them daily here in Benson.
The landscaping around the building is almost
complete, with the exception of some finishing
touches we will be doing in the spring. We would
like to thank the Hospital Foundation and Auxiliary
for their generous donations that have made the
outside of the building as beautiful as the inside.

Caring for those who cared for us
1710 McKinney Avenue, Benson, MN 56215

320-843-4728 I www.scandihaven.org

